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Temporary, 2000
Wax plotter on canvas, 172 x 231 cm
Courtesy Alfonso Artiaco, Pozzuoli, Naples










Breathless, 2000

Installation, electronic SMD card, CPU, voice synthesis,
dimensions determined by the space

Courtesy Alfonse Artiaco, Pozzuoli, Naples

Senza titolo (Untitled), 2000
Wax plotter on canvas, 78.5 x 104 cm
Courtesy Alfonso Artiaco, Pozzuoli. Naples

Rem, 1995
Video, 3 min. 07 sec.

Deep in my mind, 1997
Wax plotter on canvas, 78 x 106 cm
Courtesy Alfonso Artiaco, Pozzuoli, Naples




Mindscape, 2000
Wax plotter on canvas, 78.5 x 103 cm
Courtesy Alfonso Artiaco, Pozzuoli, Naples




| = Obfuscation, persistence, rhythm, volatility. A double breach seems
to run through all of the work of Giovanna Bianco and Pino Valente. Their favorite
expressive medium, video, is chosen not so much for its qualities but — a seeming
paradox — for its limits: the instability, the meager resolution of the electronic
images appear to be an appropriate correlative of those “mental images” that are
the terrain through which the two artists’ exploration travels. Theirs are not images
elaborated as references, albeit enigmatic ones, to the depth of the romantic
inconscient or to surrealist obsessiveness. On the contrary, they concern the
shapeless product of the mechanism by which the mind creates something which
lends itself to interpretation as an image — a pre-visual and synesthetic quid — that
which one sees “turning one’s eyes inside out.” The theme Bianco and Valente
continually evoke is the emergence of a space in which the exigency of recogniz-
ability is constantly contradicted, placed in tension by a game of clues which post-
pone the synthetic moment. In their videos, the shot is not altered after the fact;
on the contrary, it is the original image which is already out-of-focus, blurred, adul-
terated in its chromatic balance (the predilection for full, spectral tones — blues,
yellows, greens — is characteristic), as occurs, for example, in the videos Deep in
My Mind (1997) and Mind Landscape (1996).

The intellectual matrix of Bianco and Valente's exploration is not aesthetic or psy-
chological, but biological; it is the mind as neuron activity that interests the artists,
the propagation of biochemical impulses more than the analysis of the subcon-
scious, the establishment of memory as cerebral dynamic more than as psycholog-
ical event. The approach reveals the will to establish a non-random point of transit
between scientific vision and the field of art, in the sense of an anti-aesthetic recon-
struction of the latter. It is not a question, evidently, of a purely figurative assump-
tion; the central point for the couple remains the relationship between body and
mind, and its redefinition beginning from the moment in which thought, image, sen-
sation, memory and emotion appear still inseparably connected. This is evident in
a work that is in many respects atypical, Emotions Have No Density (1998), in which
there appears the holographic image of a child’'s toy (a tricycle) realized mixing
cement powder and tears, a union of opposites that hearkens back to the obscure
link between psyche and body. That which in the end most interests Bianco and
Valente is the consideration of the intimately fleeting and contradictory nature of
experience, which from its first moments appears linked to an infinite plot of choic-
es, brusque leaps and sudden accelerations, and in which the confines between
reality and appearance become insubstantial to the point of disappearing.

These are all constantly returning themes in the two artists’ recent production, as
much in the videos — for example, in Welcome X (1998), born of a collaboration
with the musical group 24 Grana, in which liquid, organic images evocative of puls-
ing blood alternate with a rarefied evasion in an unrecognizable natural space — as
in the modality of installation. This occurs as well in Untitled (1998), a tiny liquid
crystal screen encased in a wall upon which appears an out-of-focus human figure
in slow movement, accompanied by the layered sound of simple electronic tones;
or in The Whole Nothing | Am (1998), realized in the ancient underground tombs of
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Naples, where a slow-motion image of starry depths is projected on a balloon sus-
pended in the darkness, an ironic disproportion underscored by the work’s title; or
n the vocal synthesizer of Breathless which “reads” excerpts of poetry in real time;
while a shower of neuron energy crosses the small LCD screen of Home, Soft

'mmaterial Home.

Blanco and Valente insinuate their prehensile probes into a region where reality
and the mental map it represents seem to intermingle in a boundless web of con-
nections, of which the artistic work captures — and challenges — the vertiginous yet
“ully immanent complexity. SC

«2nna Bianco was born in
=ronico, 1962. Pino Valente
= oorn in Naples, 1967
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